Examination Set 3

Materials (11 standard pages):

The Story of Fakhra, 1984 

(A summary of a recorded interview with 13-year-old Fakhra. Her father came to Denmark from Pakistan in 1971 as a guest worker. The summary focuses on Fakhra’s perceptions of her past, her present situation, and her near future. Published 1984)

The Religious Space: Denmark Is An ‘Islamic’ Country

(Extract from an article in the Danish national newspaper ‘Politiken’ June 5, 2004 by Fatih Alev, Danish-born imam of Turkish origins. He debates what it means to be Islamic and criticises the fear among Danes that Denmark will end up before long with a majority of Muslim citizens)

Every Fifth Danish Muslim Wants Sharia Legislation

(Summary of an opinion poll (theme: ‘Your Muslim Neighbour’), and putting this in an international perspective. Published on the website of the national Danish broadcasting company. April 29, 2009)

Most Muslims Don’t Care About Scarves

(Summary of an opinion poll (theme: ‘Your Muslim Neighbour’), and an interview with a 27-year-old Turkish-born female student. Published on the website of the national Danish broadcasting company. April 30, 2009)

Tables of Values and Norms Among Migrants to Denmark and Danes: 

(Summary of an opinion poll on religious rituals and symbols, and on inter-ethnic personal relations.  Published March 2009 by the Danish Ministry of Refugee, Immigration and Integration Affairs)

Photo: A House in an Allotment Garden Area In Copenhagen

(The typical Danish allotment garden idyll: blue skies, the Danish flags hoisted …and on top of the wooden ‘house’ in focus: an onion-shaped tower ending in a crescent. Photo 2004)
Focus points during the examination of this main topic:

A. ‘Cultural Studies’

The student’s ability to:
a. - use and combine knowledge and skills from the main subject (‘Cultural Studies’) to gain insight into historical, social and cultural coherences, being aware of the identity of each of the 3 subjects

b. - describe various outlooks, religions and ideologies and their impact in a historical and current context

c. - discuss the student’s own and others’ cultural values in relation to current and past values

d. - relate religions and their impacts in the past to selected aspects of European culture and thinking

e. - analyse correlations between relevant statistics and social and cultural patterns

a. History

1. Danish identity
Formation – how? - when? – why? - Past and present views on this
2. Immigration to Denmark
When? – Why? – Sources? – Reactions past and present
3. Critical thinking and multiperspectivity
Validity of sources used in this set, - Fakhra today? – Her parents’ stories?
b. Religious Studies

1. Islam

Culture or religion? – Dogmatic or patchwork approach? - Politics and/or private religion? - Lifestyle – Gender roles - Sharia - Euroislam 

2. Islamic values versus Danish (welfare state) values

3. Identities versus secularisation, postmodernism, multiculturalism

c. Social Studies

1. Socialization

Norms and values – the cultural code

2. Integration

Theories of integration – generation changes – values

